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" ............ We, therefore," beg of your Excellency, to have 

mercy enough to intercede on our behalf and to frame an enact- 
ment with the authority -of which H'ndu widow < may marry, if 
they choose and the opponents who excommunicate such w'dows 
may be puoisbed". 
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: The principal 

mark of genius is nob perfection, bufc originality, the opening of 
new frontiers; once this is done the conquered territory becomes 
common property", ^e S S)(5$'0on 
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Report in the Madras Journal of Education, 1869 July. 

On the 7th Sept. this our somewhat isolated station 
witnessed a sight the like of which only one other in India can 
yet show-the opening of a school for Adult Hindoo Girls. The 
step is one of so much significance, that I venture to think a 
reports of what was said on the occasion and that in the words of 
the two principal speakers, will not be without interest to your 
readers generally. 

The meeting waj a very full one, presided ever by Mr. 
Minchin, and attended by a large number of the residents of 
Walcair. and the influential Hindoos of Vizagapatnam. There 
were also present a number of H : doo ladies, spectators of what 
took place though themselves screened from view. 

The Chairman said a few words of congratulation on the 
auspicious occasion, particularly praising the liberality and 
kindly interest of Mr. and Mrs. Narsinga Eao in the School from 
its commencement. 

^This was followed by Mr Narsing Kao's reading an address 
in which he said :- 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen I rise to con 

gratulate my countrymen, on this truly joyous occasion: Hindu 
Female Education has now a local habitation among us. Only a 
few years ago the idea of inaugurating aHinduadult girls school 
would, certainly have been, to most of my townsmen, a "mons- 
trous absurdity, anutber impossibility. I see many of these, 

who wflaW. have laughed at the idea, now seated soberly, to 
realize what once seemed hope against hope. We might then well 
explamHw comes this change, this altered condition of things. 
Why? the influence, most emphatically, of western omiiaationi 
Time was when our ancestors were civilised ard our females 
were educated ...... this to my mind is beyond doubt. But the. 

vicis^tude of time alas ! has, whatever the immediate cause 
may be, spoiled, abused, most of our valuable institutions, 



xxv 

To speak more personally and to the occasion, it was 
Mr. Carmichael who first inspired a respectable Hindu \ady, 
with the happy idea of founding a Hindu girl's school. Would 
that she could have witnessed this interesting scene 1 ... let her 

memory be very, fragrant; I Educated herself, and educating her 
daughters in the association of European ladies, that benevolent 
old lady was exceedingly glad, when I conveyed to her and 
supported Mr. Oarmichael's proposal. From her acquaintence 
with the sisters of St. Joseph, who do so much good in silence 

and to whom her daughter, Mrs. NarsingaBao, stands partly 
indebted for her education, she easily succeeded in enlisting the 
zeal of these charitable religious ladies, in the caused which 
herself had so much at heart. 

At one time we tried and failed, unassisted by our European 
brethern. The very institutions of the education of our boys 
would never have been in existence, but for their indefatigable 
exertions and whole .some example. 

After some remarks on widow marriage, Mr. Narsing Eao 
concluded "Now raise Hindu woman in society, educate her, and 
polish her intellect, that theymight appreciate as it were, long 
withheld and at last vouchsafed to her. She will keep within 
bounds and will fight for her rights reasonably, when denied. 
An oath would be something inviolable to her. and from a 
barrier insurmountable to transgress. 

There is time yet for widow marriage, but now produces 
a spirit of opposition. Let us first lay the superstructure of 
Hindu advancement 

Mr. NaraingEao then thanked the Chairman for presiding 
and Mr. Lingam Lakshmaji Pantulu delivered an eloquent address 
nearly as follows : 

An institution for the benefit of young Hindu ladies is 
indeed of a novel character, as it is no way similar to what is 
called the Zenana Niessim, which necessarily affecting only 
isolated and individual instances, is not calculated to achieve 
as large an amount of good, as there is every reason to expect 
from this. 



xxv 



As yst, as far as I know, there is but one institution of 
this character in the whole of India, and that is the Kama 
Ohanta Young Ladies' Institution, established and supported by 
His Highness the Maharajah of Vizanagaram, in the city of 
Benares* 

Eeport in the Madris Journal of Education (July, 1869) 
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COMPRADORE RENAISSANCE 

Pro'e^or M. PaUabh'ranr. Beddy, retired Principal of 
Jawahar Bharathl, Kava'i a well-known Marxist and Editor of 
Andhra Pracb h H^tor'ca' Journal, wrote a letter dated 
12-1-1982 -o "Mr. Tr puraneni Venkateswara Bao of Vemana 
V : ka.a Keudram of Vijayawada, which was published^ in his 
book, Vemana D%r anam and Virasam Perta Vakra Bhashyam in 
wS ch Redd" a : d : 

T ere > a feal'ng, nay - t.remor^ among some well known 
n'Vel ac u'U - thai you have dethroned Veeresalingam and Gura- 
jada from the Irgh pada ^ah erected by a generation of progre- 
H ve wr'ter^ and dabunked t^e'r status as fatbers of Andhra ren- 
a > auca. A ier reid'ng your book (Viswadab hi rama Vcnnra Vema) 
I am p^r uaded *.o Uvnk tha Vemana is the first revolutionary 
pdet, and *ihe father f .o our awaken' ng. HM philosophy was more 
progre '"ve ; n evera 1 re pect^ and hence deserves primacyi as 
our na^ona" and revo'u'"' onary poet par excellence.". 

Mr. Baddy wauled <--o have a copy of the paper, Vemanai 
*he Bob'nhood Burned Si : nt.poet, Mr. Tr'puraneni presented 
Bodhgaya se^^'on of InpL'an HMt.ot.'cal Congress (December 1981), 
and on ! >av*ng : t, a >ng w'th ' & request to know his opinion on 
Tr'purananan" f proposal f o publish a calender w^th Vemana on 
the fron f page ''o/^.owed hv Ve.ere*a M ngam, Gurajada, Venkata- 
ra v "nara N"a : du Rama warn ; Chowdary a^d Bajnalinga Beddy on 
the fo "ow'ng f ; ve page^, wrote a long letter, in which be 
stated : 

"Vemana wa-> ..the p'oner among modern revolutionary 
poens, not a ATed evaVpoet, which you have demonstrated conclu- 
s^vely, no f - on y ( ro,m the po nt of view of ideas, but also world 
H tory. So Veeresa'mgam, Gurajada, Baghupati, Bamaswamyi 
Kattarnancin all of them, in a way, the protege^ of colonial 
rii v er and 'the' repre entat^ve-ofa Compradore renaissance, the 

|! ' , $ " '- .'. ,1 ....,' ,','' . ' , ' . 

bavard ch'ld o 'mper l al ; sm In Tnd ! a. It is tainted by colonia- 
or feuda'rsm serving farther than others, <The Great 
Buer* to u^e Garly^N phrase for heros and heroism, 

strandf- Idllec than bi- ^wee ^ors >'/.''"; ..-;' '. :.. 



"Although British ru^e is known to have played 
role of unconscious tool of history and objectively progressive 
role", imperialism was the worst cur^e of modern India. B. 0. 
Dutt, Palme Dutt and Marx have taught -us to understand the 
destructive role of colonialism Veeresalingam kept aloofi and 
praised the virtues of British imperialism and wrote a biography 
of Queen Victoria and a life of Jesus Christ, received patronage 
and titles from them. He followed in the foot steps of missio- 
niries even in the matter of women's education who even as 
agents imperialism, they approached the poorest classes, but 
not Veeresalingam, who only enlightened the middle class 
intelligentia, a micro scop'c minority. Vemana did not compro- 
mise with any ruling class. He approached the masses. Perhaps 
no missionary, priest or politio ; an had visited so many villages 
in Andhra Pradesh, with a singu ? arly progressive message as 
Vemana did in the 17th century. Even the national leader* 
could have visited the towns and a few villages on the roadside. 
So you can announce Vemana was the 1st national peasant leader 
teacher-missionary in modern history. This is why I sav that 
your hypothesis about Vemana has cut to size the fathers of 
Indian renaissance and carved out a rightful niche for him in 

Indian History." 

It is a pity that Mr. K. V. Bamana Beddy and some others 
hail these persons as harbingers of Andhra renaissance. These 
persons are the products of British Imperialism in fnd^a, whose 
main business was political, and cultural domination and econo- 
mic exploitation of the country and its people. 

They weie blind admirers of the British and western 
civilisation. They always, thought in terms of the permanacy 
of the British Empire and they could never conceive of a Free 
and Independent Ind?a, a welfare state or an egalitarian soc ; ety. 

It is true that Veeresalingam criticised the domination 
of Brahminism in religion and over other castes but he did not 
take away his yagnopavi tarn till 1906 and did not take food 
cooked in a non-Brahmin's hou^e includ ? ng that of Brahmarshi, 
even after 1906, 



'**** 



Gmrajada was only a writer, not at all a man of action in? 
the field of social reform while other* in the list were both in 



some meagre or other. Participation in a cosmopolitan dinner 
was all tnat stand* to his credit. But considering his long 
addiction to drink and his non- vegetarianism, precious acqui- 
sitions in the intimate and confidential company of the 
Maharaja, his cosmopolitanism was not a matter, helpful or 
conducive to social reform. All the same, he never refarinedfrom 
offering his da ly Sandhya Vandanam. (Page 438 Mahodayam.) 

We find none, except Gurajada, among modern poetSi taking 
charge of dancmgirls, the Maharaja was interested in. His 
reform, literary and social, never went beyond his patron's 
views but was infact, inspired by him. Even some English men 
were behind him in his language- -tance. It is not surprising to 
find him sing the praise of a new Bungalow of his new master. 
His Communist publishers chose to expunge the poem (of syco- 
phancy) from his volume of verse itself. His many hymns of 
praise for the British rule wire well-known and very much in 
line with those of Vetresalingam. 

Mr. Eaghupati Yenkataratnam Naidu who was one of the 
three pillars of Brahmo in Andhra became a member of the 
Telaga Sangham and Justice Party in 1917, in the year of its 
founding (*Auto Biography of Kamaraju Hanumantha Bao) and 
could thereby become Vice-chancellor of Madras Univrsity and 
obtained Knight-hood from the British. 

Mr. Tr^'puraneni Bamaswami Chowdari was a poet, scholar 
and writer. Hie case was a bit different. He was, no doubt, anti- 
British. He wrote song and poem for the Satyagraba. He even 
condemned the formation of the Justice party. All the same he 
wa* a product of English gducation and fell prey to the divide 
and rule policy of the British. He was the active theorist, the 
propagandist of the Non-Brahmin movement. He wrote many 
books criticising the role of Brahmins in Hindu religion and 
culture. His rationalism, red'cule of Puranas and Itihasas was 
the outcome of western influence over him. While, condemning 
Brahmin domination, he advocated Swasangha Pourohityam in 
place of Brahmin one. 

Sir Kattamanchi Bamalinga Beddy was an educationist! 
politician and scholar. He is a product of English education 



{Western culture ani a severe cri tic of caste cu ture of Ird^aand tl e 
domination of Brahmins, While, he wa^ dubbed anAng o-Tndian, 
be corrected it as Indo-Angb'an He however d'd no : ke* ega' '- 
tarian society. He d'sapproved non-cooperafvon movement of 
Gandhifi, He worked against Pa' nat ; Sa f yagraha 'n 192*2 a* the 
instance of British Government and became at\ active war propa^ 
gandist at the behe >t of British ru'er *. He wa^ proud of lr 
knight-hood. 

Sri K. V, Eamana Eeddy of Kaval' ; -^.a conf'rnied Marx ; t. 
and advocates soc ; a^ change. ,He ,i however a grea adm'rur o f 
Yeeresalingam anqi Gurajada who were patrorr ed h y Fetida' 
Bulers and is not ab T e to see anything wrong : n the l r ver^e^ or 
activities, purpri singly he and hiSjCo} 1 eagm@^ ; P Eava" ; axido^ 1 or 

places are not able to sea anything pro grffs^ve (an f iP - f euchJ. 
anti-rich and pro-pQor etc.) ip the vfpw^ of yemana, JEe ; ^ no* 

able to appreciate Gandhi w O!or even f hpatr"o^* "m and acr'f ; ce; 
of the young men who faced dea+h -"n tbe : r ^"rtigg^e -aga'n^t 
British Imperialism. 

! : ' " ' , '". ' '*..' . , ' t ; ' '. : ... '' '.. : ' ... ' i * . k ' "... ' * 

In an article on the Kakmacla Bon)b ca c ',e, he say-* '"ltd* 
terro.isin is, a form O;f strugg 1 e i Oo'li^^on-compromise- 
r^ght to tune with the Gollabora^onv^t; na'ure of 'be 
asceiident baiirgeosie mtolerant of petty burgeo : ^ ravo u f on 

indulging in daring act-* of frn^les ^? ^pc e ". 

'...'''.' M,, '.''.. 

Mr. Bamana Beddy made ^oma nn ympa'-het^'c remark 
about the fiews of late Mr. Bangor^y : n h^ book, on Ma apa' '? 
Novel about the poFt'ca? ph'losophv oi" 'ate Unnava Lak htnlna- 
rayana. He also made an uncharitable rernar about Gad'cher'a 
Hari SarvQtbama Bao. Mr. Bamana Bedd faM< to <eo tlie comp 
tadofe nature of the viewV and aofc^v'.'t'es of Veare a 1 ngam, 
and other educated leader^ of Andhra Da a. 
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nals to be Started P. 12. Question of Widow remrriage in India 
refer to the book of Vidyasagar by ^ . 5. &. (1^5oexA 

Editors Note. It says the Controversy St discussionis dersira- 
ble. It will publish written in December Criticising the view that 
the widow marriage is desirable 

P- 19-22 Article in favour of female education it Criticises the 
view in Andhra Bhasha sangivani N:B.The opinion of the editor 
the female education should compraise subjucts like domestic 
economy etc. P. 22-27 ijlStf&otforpS s?gtf es*cD^ asubdioOeS tfor? 

s fibber? 8 essy^. P- 27. Text Books criticized. P.33. mu- 
nicipal administration P.34-37. Cristianity- preaching paraiahs 
being converted, paraiah crisitan and Brahmin c ristian P.40. 
Enghish letter to the editor about the Journal at Masilipatnam 
The Madrassee arrogancee. Letter of Veeresalingam Dated 28-11- 
1872 from Korangi. Rejoinder totforp^fibgo!). letter of appreciation 

of the journal in Telugu- 
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>. Letter from J. Harrison to Secretary, Madras Corresponding 
C. M. S. January 22-1862 Bezwada - CMS (Leonard) 

e' 

Published 5-6-1876 issue of Vivekavardhani is the 1st 
sustained attack on Brahmins Condemning for adopting profession 
of beggars. Although in ancient times the acquisition of property 
by begging was acceptable, under catastrophic conditions 
(e^zS&joV in modern times this was prohibited according to the 

sayings of Madhava. ''Some Brahmins put on costumes and do 
sacrifices and then collect money for their own pleasures" He 
attacked Brahmins both in the ancient and in the present, 
Veerasalingam continued listing many deceptions practiced by 

brahmins on an unwary society. 

(bTSS'DoK g'agXSbuo Vol. viii-428-438y 

l-| a ended by saying that the Gurus were even more 
degraded than the ordinary Brahmins. 

Some of them without attending to their duties, go" around 
the villages, with elephants, horses, followers. When villagers 
accompany them the Gurus say they will recite incantations 
(Mantras). But devotees must give donations and presents them* 
selves. The Gurus speak lies and terrify these people saying that 
they will outcaste rich and poor alike unless money is offered. 

Attack on Brahmins was a common feature of Christian 
missionaries, preaching. Such attacks were also made by Brahmo 
samaj faction that followed Kesava Chandra Sen. [Sen criticised 
Brahmins for wearing sacred thread.) Leonard P.84 
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Mr. Apparao was born on 21,9.1862 and was younger than 
veeresaiingam by 14 years. He has parodied in his incomplete 
drama *To&>$&c&G 9 written in 1906 Mr. K. V. Ramana Reddy 
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Sri Gurazada Appa Rao Pantulu garu wrote in his diary 
under date 7-4-1895, Lionizing has done much harm to Southern 
India. Some fellow of indjfterant character or attainments is made 
much of and the conviction grows upon him and his admirers 
that he is perfect, He cares no longer to improve himself, and his 
followers copy his inperfections. Mr. Viresallngam is an example 
to the point" 

This statement clearly shows that Mr. Appa Rao knew ail 
about Mr. Viresaiingam, his life, character and career and about 
his followers. 

The following are some of the important points of criticism 
made by Sri 1 Gurazada Appa Rao in his works. 

(1 ; The practices -of Pantulu garu and his followers are 
not in consonance with principles of Brahma samaj which they 
professed. 

(2) Their views and behaviour in the matter of pro-nautcfi 
anti-nautoh -controversy of those days are contradictary. 

(3) Advocating ban on Dancing girls without solving 
their problems. 

(4) Questionable methods followed in social reforftt. move- 
ment and widow marriages. 

(5) Giving houses and money and making inducements for 
promoting widow niarriages. 

(6) The leadership of Viresaiingam his domination, arrog- 
ance, love of publicity, his contempt for his coliaegues and 
enimity with his equals. 




T6 

(7) Obtaining titles from the Government and currying the 
favour of authorities. 

# . . 

(8) Criticism of literary activities. 

(i) No substantial contribution to Literature, no solid work- 
only satires. Farces and silly stories. 

(ii) No originality. 

(iii) Condemning the erotic critical works of old poets but 
himself producing such works, 

(iv) Translation from English dramas, full of kissing and 
embracing and unnatural settings. 

Mr. Gurazada Apparao criticised Mr. Pantulu and his follo- 
wers that they did not improve in life, and caricatured them. 

After the conferment of the title of Rao Bahadur on 
Viresalingam pantulu garu, Mr. Toleti Venkata Subba Rao of 
Rajahmundry who was employed in the Chintamani press of 
Viresalingam Pantulu published his biography in April 1894* in 
which he decribed the fife and work of Pantulu garu in high 
eulogistic terms and it is reasonable to believe that Sri Gurazada 

Apparao Pantulu had read it and felt disgusted. 

There is reason to believe that Mr.Gurazada Apparao knew 
the story of Mr. Viresalingam from 1878 to 1894 and creticised 
him driectly and indirectly. The rivalries between Mr. Viresapngam 
and his colleagues in Prarthana Samaj, Social reforms movement 
and municipal affairs was mentioned by Mr. Leonard in his thesis 
on the life of Mr. Viresalingam. He also gave some interesting 
facts but he did not deal with the criticisms of Mr. Gurazada 
Appa Rao, It is reasonable to believe that Mr. Gurazada Appa Rao, 
was fully imformed about the rivalry, enemity between 
Mr. Viresalingam Pantulu and Eluri Lakshminarasimham and read 
Vivekavardhani edited by Pantulu and Godavari News edited by 
Eluri Lakshminarasimham. It is also reasonable to think that he 
was told about the 

i 

Mr. Gurazada Appa Rao has written a lengthy note about 
the three parts of the History of Andhra Poets published by Mr 
Viresalingam Pantulu in 1890, which was first published in 
Vivekavardhani between the years 1887 and 1890. 
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Jn his Note about the above book/ Apparao wrote "Thic 
book is neither fish, nor flesh nor redherring; It is not Jives of thj 
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poets in any sense of the term because in no case is there any life 
to write or a semblance of one, no estimate of the work is 
attempted, no connection traced between authors. Any idea that 
the work resembles works known as Lives of poets in English, 
not to speak of such classical works like Johnson's, would be 
highly misleading. It is not an anthology but an indifferent medly 
of all. It must be a misnomer to give the name of history to 
these determinations of the times of the poets which are arrived 
at by methods most unscientific. It would be equa!ly absurd to 
call it criticism, the application of an epithet or two showing 
little discrimination and carrying hardly any meaning to the style 
of an author. Even the specimen verses quoted are not selected 
on any principle and are isolated. It would have been his foetal 
material of great value if he had published all the historical 
portions of Telugu poenns and oriental scholars would have fain 
under great obligation to him, if he had translated them into 
English, He could have rendered great service to the Telugu 
reading public if he had given a choice selection of extracts from 
classical writers with a reviewing analysis of the plots, of the 
poems, to help to proper appreciation of the extracts. But 
historical or critical work is not his domain and his work in this 
direction would not merely disappoint but disgust one that has 
the slightest idea of what history or criticism is. 
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"Teachers in Goverment college (Provensial School, Raja- 
hmundry) like BasavarajuGovarraju, Eluri Lakshmi Narasimham 
Challapalli Bapaiah, Veeresalingam spent most of their time with, 
college faculty members, talking with students about social reform 
andtheir duty to improve the conditions in Andhra. Leonard gives 
authority ofRayasam Venkata Sivudu In Veeresaiinga Smrutulu, 
Guntur 1931 (see Leonard P. 120) 
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"You and Gavarraju garu (the little men) have succeded 
a monstrous thing fighting against the current with the aid of the 
shield of our admirably bold fri3nd, B.A.B.L.A. Lakshminara 
si m ham garu" 
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A Sensational Case of Def amation 

Mr. Viresalingam first wrote an article attributing motives 
to his critic Mr. Sriramuluwho there upon filed alibel case against 
st him, Mr. viresaiiingam Pantulu in his turn filed a Libel case 
against Mr, Sriranauiu and Nalam Krishna Mao and others fo r 
imputing immoral ity, The cases created asensation not only in 
Rajamandty but in the whole of the country. 

"The Hindu of Madras published a report oa this case 
under the Captian "A Sensational Case of Defamation", it did 
not however publish the proceedings or even the statement of 
Mr. Viresalingam wihch contained facts enough to prove that he 
was a fallen man. 



It appears that Sri Kasturi Ranga lyengar, the Editor of 
The Hindu, wrote a letter to Mr. Ganti 'Lakshmanna, (Rajah 
inundry) the Hindu Correspondent that he did not like a partisan 
view. 

''The Indian Patriot" published three-fourths of thedeposi 
tion but omitted the rest. It appears that Bodapati Ramalingam 
the Correspondent, did not like its publication. 

Mr. Mocheria Ramacfaandra Rao tried to effect a corapro 
mise but Mr. Nalam Krishna Rao did not agree at first- He how- 
ever, apologised on 10-12-1913 after charge was framed by Mr. 
BardswelL It seems that Mr. Dmavahi Hanumantha Rao who read 
the deposition published in the Indian patriot said he was not 
a b!e to tolerate it and asked Mr. Prakasara to get the case com- 
promised some h- w Iv r. F. W. Stewart passed his Judgment on 
10-1- 1914 discharging the accused after passing strictures against 
Mr. Viresalingam, the complainant. 

The Carlylean published the proceedings of both cases in 
full and copies were sent to all the news papers in India. No daily 
paper wrote anything about the cases, "The Social Reform 
Advocate" of Madras and "The Indian Social Reformer" of Bom 
bay (weeklies) wrote about the cases. Except one Telugu paper 
others did not write anything about them : 

Mr. Bam Srirama Narasimha Rao and Adavicolanu Venkata 
Gopala Rao tried to effect a compromies but Mr. Sriramulu said 
here was no scope for a compromise. Mr. Bardswell who first 
raed the case was transferred after he framed charges and the now* 
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Divisional Magistrate, Mr. F. W. Stewart permitted Denovotriaj 
and Mr. Prakasam, Counsel for the accused who cross -examined 
M r. Yiresaliogam, could elicit many damning admissions and the 
Magistrate severely criticised the conduct of the complainant, Mr. 
Viresalingam and passed strictures o i his moral character and 
discharged the accused. Mr, Viresalingam thereafter filed .a revi 
s ion petition before Mr Elwin, the District Magistrate who 
ordered further inquiry on 6- .'.-1914. Thereupon Mr. Sriramulu 
filed a criminal revision in the High Court against this order. 

In Fabruary 1914, the matter came up for admission before 
Mr. Justice Sadasiva Iyer. It was argue that the Judgment of 
Mr, Stewart should be coisiidsred to be an order of aoqu ittai and 
therefore the order of further enquiry by Mr. El win could not b e 
sustained, but Mr. Sadasiva .Iyer over-ruled it and admitted the 
revision and ordered that it should be posted bafore a Bench" 
Before passing orders, ha advissd Mr. Praka^am that it is better 
if the matter is compromised as both ^the complainant and the 
accused were persons working for public good. 

Mr. Sriramulu commented in his paper:- 

*'It is a pity that Mr. Justice Sadasiva Iyer advised like that 
even after reading the Judgement of Mr. Stewart and the order of 
Mr. Elwin and understanding the nature of the case." 

Mr. Sriramulu in his article in the Carlylean criticised Mr. 
Justice, Sadasiva Iyer for giving suah an advice. He says, 

"Mr. Viresaiingim'scase is that we libelled his p'ivate 

moral character out ot spite with a view to enthrone ourselves in 
his place. We pleaded justification for the public good and non- 
applicability of the. plea alleged to have been raised by him. Both 
of us cannot be in tha rigat.'' 

rOn 10-1-1914 Mr. F. W Stewart held that h.s immoral 
living was proved for the purposes of the evidence Act and that 
the only evidence more conclusive, one could ask for was that of 
the girl herself but she was not likely to. admit 'immorality". 

'On 5-2-1914 Mr, Elwin ordered father enquiry on the sole 
ground that M\ Vjrssiiiagan's coidu;t" though inexcusable- and 
immoral from English stand point, must bs seen. if. it was so from 

the Hindu stand-point." As a Hindu, his Lordship (Sadasiva Iyer) 
knows what the rtindu stand-point is in regard to the matter in 

dispute/' 



"Under such circumstances, was it proper for him to throw 
a hint to our counsel who is our elder brother? We are sorry, he 
went out of his way as a judge. Sadasiva Iyer put a premium on 
falsehood, hypocracy and selfishness out of false pity. A social and 
religious reformer who abuses his trust, misbenaves with a young 
woman, puts oa the mask of a marriage under the auspices of a 
public -registered- association, gives a social reform - cosmopolitan 
dinner to which, associates of reform are invited and which they 
attend and sets the criminal law in motion against those who criti- 
cise and expose his conduct with a view to redeem him and the 
movement whch he proposes to lead, what kind of man is he? Is 

he not a corrupter of public life and public movement and an 
enemy to progress?' 

*Of course,our Counsel (T. Prakasam) himself was move^ 
not a little by false pity, and magnaaimtty towards the all round 
transparent impostor of Rajahmudry aad tried to bring about 
a compromise/ 

*Mr. Yiresalingam amd his influential supporters refused to 
accept any terms short of an apology. Mr. Prakasam tried to com- 
prdmise by reporting that the cases are a djusted out of court. Mr. 
"SriTamulu thanked god that this move fell through. 

While the petition for revision was pending in high court 
the anniversary of Andhra Jateeya Kalasaia of Masulipatam was 
celebrated last year (1914) witn Mr. justice Sadasiva Iyer in the 
chair. Mr- Viresalingam attended the function and occupied the 
platform beside or behind Justice Iyer along with M r, Annie Besant 
and was garlanded along with them all evidently to show to the 
Tamil Judge that Andhra Patriotic world did not see anything 
wrong in the startling facts now known about Viresa lingam' 8 
private character. It seems that the Andhra Patriots are bent upon 
promoting moral progress of Andhra Desa by white washing the 
daring and hideous day-light immorality aad imposture of its hea- 
ven-sent prophet." Mr. Srirainulu says that he is of the opinion 
that Viresalingam 's not retiring from public life is having a bad 
effect on the moral and social reform movements. 

He proceeds to say * After the publication of this article in 
Carlylean, there was some searching of hearts among the Brahmo 
Simaj Circles. 'Dharrna Sadhani, a fortnightly Telugu paper 




took courage to request Mr. Vimalingam to retire from public 
life 6 Mr. Sriramulu translated the article and published it in the 
Carlylean in the first week of September. But the efforts of 
Dharmasadhani did not fructify. 

While the defamation cases were going on, Mangatnma died. 
Prakasa Rao and Mangamma were Brahmins but it was 
on account of Pursuation of Viresalingatn, Prakasa Rao married 
her according to Brahmo rituals discarding his sacred thread. Now 
he resumed his sacred thread. Mr. Viresalingam now performed 
his marriage again to a Brahmin widow according to Hindu 
Brahminical rituals, This was not palatable to Dharmasadhani and 
CocanadaBrahamo circles. Dharmasadhani criticised the conduct 
of Viresalingam about this and said that the public opinion about 
him is shaken on account of the defamation cases and suggested 
.that he retires from public life in its issue dated .1 6-8-1915. 

Mr. Sriramulu translated this article and published it in 
Carlylean of September first week. It says 'great good has been 
done to the country through Mr. Viresalingam Faotulu. There- 
fore we revere him. Our reverence towards him will always fc$t, 
But when we review his activities, we cannot but express our opi- 
nion of them, though adverse or unpleasant Although we could 
not discover if Mr. Prakasa FUo knew English or not, yet we 
found out that he became a Brahmo and got his first marriage 
{with Mangamma) performed according to the rites of the 
BrateoSamaj.lt seems that he has now redonned his sacred 
thread. Therefore it seems that Mr. Pantulu believed that he ha d 
become again a Hindu. So it seems that he allowed his second 
' marriage to be performed '.accoriding to Hindu rites under his 
auspices. Oh what a scorn of relig ion is this? It. cannot but strike 
even those who have the least thinking faculty that Mr, Prakasa 
Rao is changing his religion for the sake of marriage* 

There is nothing strange in Misers Ch^kamarthi Laksb- 
mi Narasimham and Kunduri Venkataratnam's thinking that Mr. 
Prakasa Rao is a fickle minded person and it is not good that 
pantulu should lend countenance to his couduct Both q 
went away by way of dincountenancing the marriage, without 
changing their opinion even after hearing the explanation given 
by Mr. Pantulu. 
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Marriages like this will spell infinite harm and ruin to the 
country. They are root-eating worms of Dharma, Righteousness 
or morality. So it is very reprehensible that Mr. Pantulu should 
countenance and help them, it is our opinion that Mr. Pantulu 
doing great harm both to the Brahmo Samaj and to the Hindu 
Society by bis encouraging them. 

We have one thing to tell Mr.Pantulu. As those friends wh o 
cooperate with him are losing faith in hira on account of such stra- 
nge actions of his as the opinion or feeling of the majority of 
people is against hira as a result of the recent defamation cases, as 
he grew old, he will do will to understand that it is not good for 
him to have any more connection with Public movements and so 
we request him to sever his connection with the same and to take 
rest and spend his old age in peace. 

Mr. Sriramulu refers to the fact that Mr. Chilkamarthi 
who is a great admirer of Viresalingam and who described him as a 

great saintly person ^dp) mentions his despotic and fickle 

conduct regarding the marriage of Kamaraju ffanumantha Rao 
with Sundaramma at pages 242 and 243, of his own autobiography- 
He however continued to admire and obey Viresalingam. It is only 
when this horrible conduct regarding the marriage of Potharazu 
Prakasa Rao occurred that Mr. Chilakamarthi opened bis eyes 
and protested. 

Mr. Sriramulu commented that the article of Dharma 
Sadhani exploded the theory of Mr. Elwin that the behaviour of 
Mr. Pantulu might be harmless and innocent according to Hindu 
manners and customs. 

In 1915, August* Mr. Viresalingam filed a suit for damages 
for malicious prosecution for the case filed by Sriramulu against 
him in the District Munsiff s Court. Mr. Prakasam knows all 
these facts which made me to demand the retirement of Pantulu 
from public life in CarJylean. But he does not mention the second 
and third scenes in the first case of Defamation filed by me and 
the second case of defamation filed by Pantulu. How can we 
expect him to mention about the great agitation for retirement in 
Carlylean? 
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